THE PARISHES OF

BRANDESTON AND KETTLEBURGH

This month always seems to me like a month of beginnings, and it is; many people go on holiday and return with renewed enthusiasm to do their work, their school activities and in fact, all they do, with determination to be better.

A quality which we all value, as well as love, of course, is peace. Sometimes this may seem far away from us both nationally, politically, in a community, in our family or personally in our lives. But my thoughts were set buzzing by a headline reading “The flash that changed the world”. This, of course, was the atomic bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki which brought the war with Japan to an abrupt end and the loss of a great deal of life.

Nearer home we had records of the bombing of Coventry, with the cathedral almost wiped out, and the reciprocal flattening of Dresden in Germany; never has there been such devastation of cities. Peace and reconciliation, even words of forgiveness were in the air. The cathedral in Coventry spoke of a commitment to reconciliation and forgiveness with Germany over this disaster even while the war was still on. When it was over, words and prayers were followed by actions.

Twenty young British people were sent to the devastated city of Dresden to help rebuild a hospital that British bombs had destroyed. On the 50th anniversary of the Coventry blitz, it was the President of Germany who put the seal on that reconciliation in Coventry Cathedral. He presented a bell inscribed with the word “Peace”. In turn he was presented with Coventry’s cross of nails – a single cross, made straight after the bombing and fire, as a centrepiece for an altar and worship.

Many of us sing the modern hymn, “One more step along the world I go…”. We are moving in life; that is certain. As Christians we are moving into the Kingdom of God. Jesus talks about it often and it is not always clear what he means. In the Lord’s Prayer He taught us, we pray, “Thy Kingdom, come, thy will be done …” We are all working towards this good. The Kingdom is given to us by God; that Kingdom is the place, the life, where the will of God is actually carried out. It is available for us all.

One of the hymns which is liked by most people begins, “Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy …” and then it goes on to bind these thoughts together with the words, “… and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day”.

May God bless you all.

Graham Vellacott
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	DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2007


	Saturday 1st 
	2.30 pm
	Kettleburgh Village Produce Show.  Kettleburgh Village Hall – see below.

	Wednesday 5th
	10.30 am
	Discussion Group. Bickley, Harriers Walk, Easton – see below.

	Thursday 6th
	11 am
	100+ Club Draw – see below.

	Thursday 6th
	8 pm
	Start of Ballroom Dancing Lessons at Brandeston Village Hall, each month. £5 per couple. Ballroom and Latin social evening. Newcomers welcome.

	 Friday 7th
	10 am – 12 noon
	Coffee Morning at Kettleburgh Village Hall – see below.

	Saturday 8th 
	10 am – 6 pm
	Sponsored Bike Ride – sponsor forms from Ruth Garratt (685233) or Pat Peck (621144).

	Monday 10th 
	
	Radio play at Brandeston – CANCELLED

	Monday 17th 
	8.30 pm
	Morris Men at Kettleburgh Chequers

	Friday 21st 
	8 pm
	Wine Society meeting in Brandeston Village Hall

	Saturday 22nd 
	12 noon – 5 pm
	Craft Fair at Brandeston – see below

	Sunday 23rd 
	10.15 am
	Brandeston Harvest Festival – see below. (No Evensong)

	Monday 24th
	8.25 am and 
9.15 am
	Brandeston Hall Harvest Festival. Brandeston Church.


Cover
This month’s delightful cover is by Ellen Hutson, aged 11. Thank you very much Ellen. The hedgehog is feeding from snails in preparation for hibernating for the winter.   ATNF
KETTLEBURGH FLOWER AND PRODUCE SHOW 

Open to all, the show has classes for vegetables, flowers, fruit, wine, cookery, photography and a special section for children’s work.  In the village hall at 2.30 pm on 1st September  there will be refreshments, a raffle and a chance to chat.  Surplus and donated produce is sold at 4.30 pm.        



            Claire Norman
DISCUSSION GROUP

There was no discussion group meeting in August but we are starting again on Wednesday 5th September. We thought we would try something a little different so, if you are coming, please try to bring with you a religious painting or picture which means something special to you. Be prepared to say why you have chosen it and why you like it or what it means to you.  We will then discuss all the pictures we have brought with us.  We hope that, out of this, may come topics for future discussion group meetings…

So put it in your diary now!  Wednesday 5th September, 10.30 am at Bickley, 6 Harriers Walk, Easton.







        JWE
BRANDESTON 100+ CLUB

The August 2007 draw took place at the Village Hall on Thursday 2nd August.

Winners were:
1st Prize

Fred Mugglestone



2nd Prize

Julia and Will Elson

The draw for September will take place at 11am at the Village Hall on 6th September.

Mark Hounsell

	KETTLEBURGH COFFEE MORNING

	at the Kettleburgh Café

	Friday 7th September

	From 10 am to 12 noon

	Kettleburgh Village Hall

	Home baking – eggs – honey – lamb and beef –

	all local and very fresh

	Please come along – it’s very busy!


CRAFT FAIR AT BRANDESTON

Do come along to our first Brandeston Craft Fair in the Village Hall. We have got together a group of local people with creative skills that include pottery, decoupage, stained glass, woodwork, painting and much more.

There is still an opportunity to run your own stall. If you would like to take part, please call Sam on 684010. A chance to pick up some early Christmas gifts! Refreshments available.






           Sue Thurlow
BRANDESTON HARVEST FESTIVAL

Everyone is invited, as in past years, to give at our Harvest Festivals, gifts of produce, flowers and eggs, as well as canned and packet food as these pre-packed goods will be sent to the Ormiston Trust Family Centre in Ipswich where families in real need are cared for. The centre asks for pre-packed foods as they no longer employ catering staff to prepare meals. Bring gifts either to the church service or to church on Saturday 22nd September before 10 am.

Other produce will be taken to Mills Meadow in Framlingham, where the fresh produce is greatly appreciated.

Harvest is an opportunity for everyone in each community to get together with thanks and celebration to be mindful of God and one another for all the good things we enjoy and take for granted during the year.




         GV
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADVANCED NOTICES
	Friday 5th October
	10 am – 12 noon
	Kettleburgh Café – see below.

	Sunday 7th October
	11 am
	Easton Harvest Festival followed by lunch in Village Hall.

	Sunday 7th October
	5.30 pm
	Kettleburgh Harvest Festival followed by Harvest Supper in Village Hall at 6.45pm

	Friday 12th October
	7.30 pm
	Brandeston Film Club. Start of season – see below.

	Saturday 13th
	7.30 pm
	Brandeston Harvest Horkey. Village Hall – see below.

	Sunday 21st October
	5.30 pm
	Benefice Songs of Praise. Easton Church – see below.

	Wednesday 21st November
	7.30 pm
	Licensing Service of new Priest. Brandeston Church – see below.


Brandeston Film Club

The Film Club will start the 2007/2008 season on Friday 12th October at 7.30 pm and will run every second Friday of the month during the winter/spring months. The first film will be “Miss Potter”. More details next month.

                         Sue Thurlow
Brandeston Harvest Horkey

The Horkey will be an evening event this year on Saturday 13th October, starting at 7.30 pm. All welcome, of course – see September issue of The Brandeston and next month’s parish magazine for more details.





Benefice Songs of Praise

On Sunday 21st October at 5.30 pm All Saints’ Church, Easton will be filled with the sound of your favourite hymns. Similar to the TV programme, our Songs of Praise will give you the chance to choose your favourite hymn. The top eight voted for will be sung. Information on how to vote will follow next month. Please put the date in your diary and come and try something different.





         VU
	Kettleburgh Café Coffee Morning

	Friday 5th October 10.00am to 12noon

	As well as the usual home-baking and produce for sale.

	Come along and meet and talk to …

	PC Trudie Beckwith from Framlingham Safer Neighbourhood Team

	June Alexander from the Suffolk Drug and Alcohol Action Team

	The Coffee Caravan will also be there with lots more information.


Gwenda Weeks
The Benefice

By now most of you will probably have heard the good news that the interregnum will be much shorter than expected and in a few weeks time we shall have our own Priest again, the Revered Robin Alderson who lives at Snape. As the long term Deanery Plan is for this benefice to amalgamate with the Marlesford benefice, Canon Harry Edwards of Marlesford will be licensed as Priest-in-Charge and the Reverend Robin Alderson as Associate Minister with responsibility for our three parishes. The licensing service will take place on Wednesday 21st November at 7.30 pm at All Saints’ Church, Brandeston.
We are grateful to the retired clergy who have been celebrating Holy Communion in our parishes during the interregnum and we have enjoyed meeting new people, but it will be good to have our own Priest again.

We are glad that Graham is now well enough to take some of the services and we feel sure that in the future he will still do so from time to time.

  The Churchwardens
FROM THE REGISTERS
Kettleburgh Wedding

Our congratulations to Andrew Berry and Gemma Parker who were married in St Andrew’s Church, Kettleburgh on Saturday 28th July – a lovely sunny day, as about 70 people attended. Andrew and Gemma, with their son Nathan, have been living at 4 Constable Court, Kettleburgh, but have now moved to Victoria Mill Road, Framlingham, where they are happy living in Andrew’s childhood home. Gemma’s home was in Lampard Brook.

The Best Men were Andrew’s brothers, Wayne and James Hudson. The two bridesmaids were Samantha Parker and Amber Quinn. Oriana and Molly were flower girls and brought petals into church which they sprinkled up the aisle ahead of the bride; this helped to make a beautiful occasion. The two elder bridesmaids were dressed in a red wine colour and the younger two in cream dresses. Following the wedding a reception was held at Cretingham Golf Club. 

We send our love and good wishes to Andrew and Gemma with our prayers that they may be very happy as they settle into married life in Framlingham. May God bless you Andrew, Gemma and Nathan.





         GV
PAST EVENTS

Autojumble 2007
The end of July once again saw the Autojumble at Church Farm. With widespread advertising Derek Holt produced a great day for all who attended, and this resulted in 900 people turning up the drive to park on my field.

The Breakthrough Breast Cancer girls were there rattling their tins and the event resulted in a profit of £2,000, to be divided between the Village Hall funds and breast cancer.

We are most grateful to everybody who helped in any way with this event – car parking, barbecue, catering etc, making it such a success again.


          JB
Kettleburgh Coffee Morning
It’s all about people, and there were lots at the Coffee Morning, to be known as the “Kettleburgh Café” on Friday 3rd August 2007 at Kettleburgh Village Hall. Lamb and beef (with recipes), honey, eggs, books, cakes, sausage rolls, sweet peas, eggs, plants and home made flapjacks were sold. Coffee and tea with free top-ups. £53.50 profit – WOW!!! We really will have some money to do something next year for the whole village.








        GW
Kettleburgh to Southolt

St Andrew’s Church, Kettleburgh have given a large church Bible to St Margaret’s Church, Southolt, which is a little church that actually belongs to the parish in a trust; because it was made redundant (so belonged to the state) and they bought it back. The theological word for this is that they “redeemed” it. But the church had no fittings/belongings for worship.

In 2003 Winston Duerdoth, who lived at Park Way, Rectory Road, Kettleburgh, gave a large Bible to St Andrew’s Church, but we had no use for it, as we had one already. Winston sadly died in 2004 aged 92. It seemed right to give this Bible to Southolt who warmly welcomed the idea, so on Sunday 29th July, the Bible was given to Southolt at their special “Summer Praise” service, handed over by Valerie Upson, and dedicated to God. A service of “Songs of Praise” with hymns, readings (some poems eg “The Glory of the Garden” by Rudyard Kipling); followed by strawberries and wine in the sunshine. 

The Chair of the Trust (Churchwarden), Carolyn Evans, spoke warmly with thanks and hoped that Southolt would be able to join Kettleburgh at a special occasion. Winston would be very pleased that his Bible has found a good home.


         GV
Barn Sale

The Barn Sale at Church Farm on 18th August on a grey, windy day … buying and selling was brisk for the first two hours, and up to 4.00 p.m. people were still coming into the barn.

We had a willing band of helpers manning the tables – a big thank you to Jackie and Bill, Maggie, Mandy, Vicky and Derrick, and Nicky and Terry, who all not only helped selling and bargaining, but also helped with the clearing up and packing away afterwards.

£850 was raised to go towards St Andrew’s Church, Fabric Fund and the unsold items have been distributed between various charity shops.


Anne Bater
Pet Service

Despite being a dull, showery day several people came to Kettleburgh Church for the pet service and this year the congregation included four dogs, a hamster and some snails who were all very well behaved. We asked for God's blessing on the animals present and prayed for all creatures, domestic and wild, and the people who care for them. The address focused on the work of the charities The Brooke, The Society for the Protection of Animals Abroad, The International League for the Protection of Horses and The Donkey Sanctuary in alleviating the suffering of working horses, mules and donkeys in poor countries across the world.





Fortunately the rain held off long enough for us to enjoy a chat over tea and cake in John and Anne's garden after the service. Our thanks go to them for their hospitality and to everyone who brought cakes. It was a very enjoyable afternoon. 

         VU
_______________________________________________________________________
NOTICES
Shoeboxes for Romania

More news about the 2007 Shoebox Smiles Appeal:  leaflets to help you pack and wrap your shoeboxes are available from Jackie Clark (Windyridge, Kettleburgh) and at the back of Kettleburgh Church.  There will also be leaflets at Kettleburgh Harvest Supper on 7th October.  Please take your shoeboxes to Jackie by the end of October.  They will then be given to Alison and Brian Nobbs in Wickham Market, ready for collection by lorry and shipping to Romania.  Last year we sent off 31 boxes – can we beat that this year?                             





           Jackie Clark
Kettleburgh Town Estate Charity

This parish charity is, at the discretion of the trustees, able to make small grants to first year students in higher education who live in Kettleburgh. Any resident who will be starting a course at college or university this autumn should make application in writing before 31st October to the secretary, Valerie Upson, Fieldings, Kettleburgh.
         VU
Kettleburgh Green Matters

Due to recent issues concerning the vehicular gate within the fence to the west of Barrel Cottages, the Parish Council and Kettleburgh Green Trust would like to clarify to all residents and users of The Green the reason why it is kept locked.

It is kept closed and locked in accordance with covenants attached to the land ownership transfer documents associated with the purchase of the Village Green land by Kettleburgh Parish Council from Suffolk Coastal District Council. It is Clause 13.4.7 that states that the “Transferee” (Kettleburgh Parish Council) shall … erect … a gate … across the “Accessway” (the access road through to the back of Barrel Cottages) … such gate to kept locked and the key under the Transferee’s control and unlocked only in connection with the rights granted in Article 13.2.2 of this transfer. Article 13.2.2 is that which gives the “Transferee” the right for access to and egress from the “Property” (the Village Green) over and along the “Accessway” but only in the event of an emergency or for “the periodic maintenance of the Property”.

It is hoped this will satisfy any concerns on this matter, but should anyone wish to discuss further, please contact Trevor Jessop, Chairman, Kettleburgh Parish Council (724272).







          TJ

Collection of Used Stamps for St Elizabeth Hospice
On the first Friday of each month when the Kettleburgh Café is open, please bring your used stamps with you, which will help raise money for this charity.

         GW

Brandeston Web Site

We are back after the summer break and we are looking for photographs, articles or anything else that you think the village might be interested in. The photograph theme for August is “On Holiday” and there must be some good photos around from all over the world. Send them in for others to see.



        Darryl Morgan
Information for the Magazine

Now that Graham has retired it is necessary to spread the load of the subjects he has been writing about so fully. I should be grateful, therefore, if anyone who goes to various events, who could write a report about them for the magazine, would be so kind as to let me have a report by the 15th of the month please – no later. Thank you.
        ATNF

You can send any typed articles by e-mail to valerie.butcher@talk21.com, again by 15th of each month.



          



             VB
Fact or Fiction

While in Cornwall on holiday this year, I found this in a country church magazine:

Recently a routine police patrol parked outside a pub car park in Marhamchurch. After last orders the officer noticed a man leaving the pub so intoxicated that he could hardly walk. The man stumbled around for a few minutes, with the officer observing. Trying his keys in different cars, the man finally managed to find his, which he almost fell into. A number of other patrons observed the drunk as they left and drove off.

Finally, the drunk started the car and began to drive away. No lights, blinkers flashing and not steering a very straight course. The car park was now empty and the officer followed, lights flashing, and pulled the man over. To his amazement the breathalyser indicated no evidence of the driver having consumed alcohol. Dumbfounded, the officer said, “I’ll have to ask you to accompany me to the station. This equipment must be faulty”.

“I doubt it,” said the farmer, “tonight I’m the designated decoy!”    GV

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Christian Church
There is a story told of an Australian who came home one day to find that his house had collapsed and little remained of it but a pile of dust and rubble. Unknown to him, white ants had been eating away at the foundations and supporting timbers of his house for years. While everything had continued to look normal from the outside, internally the house was steadily being consumed. Then one day it had finally crashed to the ground, destroyed by the sustained efforts of those tiny insects.

Those of us who have responsibility for property will have had experience of such things, though hopefully without such drastic results. We know how the appearance of the damp patch is a symptom of something that has been happening behind the wall for a long time. If only we had known earlier!

Such processes, however, do not happen only in buildings. They happen in human communities, where trends start by working away unnoticed but end up reshaping drastically the context in which people live their lives. These changes are not always bad, for some allow a greater human freedom and flourishing. Other changes, though, come to erode the very foundations and supports from which we depend, even destroying the culture, the principles, the religion and the institutions which have hitherto provided the stability and shape to our society.

It is often only in retrospect that we can recognise what has been going on. An experience of growing older is that what some talk of as history, feels to one as just the other day! I have certainly felt that watching Andrew Marr’s recent television series “History of Modern Britain” and reading David Kynaston’s book “Austerity Britain 1945-51”. Not only have these reminded me of details long forgotten but, more importantly, each shows how small changes ended up having significant results many years later, like small acorns becoming mighty oaks.
Even a cursory glance at a newspaper will reveal many ways in which society is changing, seemingly at an ever increasing rate. Not surprisingly this can lead some to seek for security in roots, hence discussion about what it means to be British/ English/Cornish. It can result in people feeling lost, living in a strange land as old landmarks disappear. But it can also lead to the glimpsing of new possibilities and exciting horizons. Most confusingly, we may find all these processes at work in ourselves at much the same time.

The life of the Christian church in our nation does not exist in a vacuum but in the context of this profoundly changing society. It is called by God to present the unchanging message of God’s love in changing ways which enable it to be heard in and bring on illuminating perspective to contemporary life. Yet it is also expected by many to be an agent of stability and continuity, a firm rock amidst the shifting sands. The result is that it gets criticised when it changes and criticised when it doesn’t, which though unfair, is not surprising given the ambivalence in society itself.

Looking back over the last 30 years, it is probably true that the mainstream denominations have been happier with their “stability” role than with the “engaging with society role”, though we should not under estimate either the changes that have taken place within an institution perceived to be unchanging, nor the amount of engagement with society that has occurred to transform the lives of so many.

Part of the problem is that many people’s perspective of the Church are shaped by the media, and different elements of the media have their own undeclared agenda when it comes to reporting on the Christian Church. This may be the repetition of tired inaccurate clichés, or examples of the liberal viewpoint which is accepting of all opinions apart from the traditional one! Even the BBC has admitted in an official report this month that it is institutionally biased. A Sunday newspaper commented “Executives admitted they would broadcast images of a Bible being thrown away – not the Koran for fear of offending Muslims”. Such bias has been obvious to viewers for along time!
Increasingly informed voices are suggesting that the Christian basis of our society is under attack. Although the Church does not have the unquestioned and privileged voice in society, it may once be thought to have had. Christians still make up a large and significant group within the nation, and as such we have a right to be heard and a duty to our God not to remain silent. We need to be involved in the reshaping of society at every level, unless the house is to collapse.




       GV
TIMES PAST

This is the story of an ordinary village family of the 19th century. A fairly typical group of people who moved into the area, put down roots, lived their lives and by about the end of the 20th century were gone. Their tale began in the West of the county and encompassed both Brandeston and Kettleburgh.

William Frost was born at Great Saxham near Bury St Edmunds in 1832. He married Jane Ockenden from Catsfield near Battle in East Sussex. Together they served as butler and housekeeper to Frederick Corrance, the Squire of Parham New Hall.

About 1875 the couple, with their four daughters, moved to comparable posts at Brandeston Hall, living at The Yews, now the home of Darryl and Pat Morgan. William liked cricket and was a member of the Brandeston team which played against Framlingham College in 1879. He was also fond of quoits and in 1883, when Charles Austin had a set of quoit beds laid out on the edge of the cricket ground, he joined the new team and played each year.
In December 1885 William was charged with trespassing for game at Kettleburgh Hall. He had been snipe shooting and was under the impression that the land was within Mr Austin’s shooting rights. Seeing a hare, he shot it with the result that he was fined 10 shillings with 15 shillings costs.

When Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee was celebrated at Brandeston Hall in 18876, the Framlingham Weekly News reported that “Mr Frost acted as starter of the athletic sports” which followed the dinner at which 350 parishioners sat down.

Meanwhile Alice Frost, the youngest daughter of William and Jane had a success herself with her singing, often taking part in concerts held in the village. At one in 1893, held in the Reading Room, now part of the home of Philip and Chris Bays, there was such a large audience that some people had to stand.

In 1894 the Frosts decided to leave domestic service when William secured the licence of the Chequers in Kettleburgh. Two of their daughters were married from St Andrew’s Church. Alice wed William Abbott in 1897, subsequently dwelling in Earl Soham and Hoo. Her eldest son, Bert Abbott pretended he was older and joined up to fight in the Great War when he was under age. From 1947 to 1990 he lived at Forge House, Brandeston, now the home of Kathleen Taylor.

Fanny Frost, the second eldest girl, married Arthur Pulham in 1901. He farmed Kettleburgh land at Home Farm, now the residence of Tim and Bridgette Chase. Parishioners may recall Norman Pulham, the eldest son and wife Vera who died in 2002.

William Frost remained landlord of the Chequers until his wife died in 1908 when he went to live with his daughter Alice at Hoo. The pattern of life changes. Nowadays people mainly come into the area for a few years and then they move on.                 WMW
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