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Dear Everyone
We are interested in the plight of slaves as this year we celebrate 200 years since the victory in Parliament by William Wilberforce to abolish the slave trade. I share with you a true story of awfulness and bravery, the details of which are being dug from the sea-bed at this moment by UNESCO archaeologists.

A French ship, carrying an illicit cargo of slaves, grounded near the island of Tromelin, east of Madagascar in July 1761. At least twenty sailors drowned, so did seventy or more of the slaves, trapped below decks because the hatches had been closed or nailed down. After six months on the island, the remaining sailors completed a makeshift craft and escaped. They promised to return for the surviving slaves, but did not. The sailors dug a well for them.

The castaways never gave up hope. They kept the same fire burning for fifteen years with drift wood and wood from the wreck. They built houses from blocks of coral and imported sand; the remains of which have been uncovered by the archaeologists. They built a communal oven. They survived on a diet of turtles, seabirds and shellfish. The castaways clung to life – and developed an elaborate community – on a fragment of near barren land, frequently swept clean by typhoons.
The governor of the island of Madagascar, an official of the French East India Company, refused to risk another ship to save them. However, in 1776, fifty-seven years after Daniel Defoe had written Robinson Crusoe, a passing ship rescued eight people from this tiny, treeless island in the Indian Ocean. Seven of them, all women, had survived on the island for fifteen years. The eighth, a young boy, was born there. They had been abandoned, and then forgotten, 300 miles from the nearest land, for a simple, brutal reason. They were slaves. They were people, not treated as people, they did not have control of their own lives, that young boy had never known freedom.

There is a sense in which we can be enslaved just in our life; maybe we do not have a real sense of freedom that we would like to have. Lent is a time when we can stop and think and just be open to matters spiritual. Before Jesus was born, Joseph was anxious (any man would be!), the angel spoke to him and said “do not be afraid ….. she will give birth to a son, you are to call him Jesus, because he will save his people….” (Matt. 1:21). We can explore this saving more and more.
May God bless you all.

Yours sincerely
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	DIARY FOR MARCH 2007


	Thursday 1st 
	100+ Club Draw  11am at Brandeston Coffee Morning – see below.

	Friday 2nd
	Women’s World Day of Prayer –  Service   7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, Earl Soham – see below.

	Tuesday 6th
	Confirmation at Brandeston Church   7.00pm We welcome the Bishop of Dunwich. Reception at Brandeston Village Hall – see below.

	Thursday 8th 
	Deanery Synod    7.30pm at Campsea Ashe Village Hall  Sue Young speaks on ‘Fair Trade’ – see below.

	Thursday 8th
	Wine Society Meeting  8pm at Brandeston Village Hall – see below.

	Friday 9th
	Brandeston Film Club  7.30pm at Brandeston Village Hall – see below.

	Wednesday 14th
	Kettleburgh Parish Council Meeting  7.15pm at Kettleburgh Village Hall

	Sunday 18th
	Mothering Sunday Services, with Baptisms   10am Easton,  11am Brandeston & Kettleburgh at Brandeston – see below.

	Monday 19th
	Kettleburgh APCM  7.30pm Kettleburgh Village Hall

	Friday 23rd
	Mad March Whist Drive  7.30pm Brandeston Village Hall – see below.

	Wednesday 28th
	Easton School Easter Service  2pm at Easton Church

	Sunday 1st April
	Palm Sunday Services – see below.


WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

This will be remembered with a service at St Mary’s Church, Earl Soham on Friday 2nd March at 7.30pm.

The preacher will be Rev. Gill Lee who will give an illustrated talk about life in Paraguay, where she has lived for a while.

Everyone is welcome to this interesting talk.

This is not really only a local event because the Women’s World Day of Prayer is an international organisation, very well supported, always meets on the same day each year, and focuses on a different country each year. 



         GV
****************

CONFIRMATION

There will be a Confirmation Service in Brandeston Church on Tuesday 6th March at 7.00pm, followed by a reception in Brandeston Village Hall to which everyone is invited. Four young people, aged 13 – 14 years, will be confirmed by the Bishop of Dunwich, Rt. Rev. Clive Young. Other candidates from the Deanery may well come and join the group.

This is a great witness and a great occasion for Brandeston; a very special event in the lives of those being confirmed as they offer their lives to serve Christ faithfully. I do hope that many people will pray for them and come to the church to support them. Those being confirmed are: Megan Jeffery, Rebecca Elson, Ellen Hunt and  Emily Higgins. We also welcome Andrew Ward from Debenham and Lesley Hunt from Marlesford,, who will join our four young people to be confirmed. I do hope that this will be very well supported by people from all our parishes.
  




          GV
****************

DEANERY SYNOD

The Synod meets three times a year and goes to varying venues around our Deanery (32 parishes). The next meeting will be held on Thursday 8th March at Campsea Ashe Village Hall at 7.30pm, when the speaker will be Sue Young talking about ‘Fair Trade’. Sue, who is the wife of the Bishop of Dunwich, is the Diocesan World Development Advisor and talks in a very interesting way about this and other related subjects. Anyone is welcome to come to the evening even if they are not members of the Synod.
                        GV
****************

WINE SOCIETY
The first meeting of the Wine Society will be held on Thursday 8th March in Brandeston village hall, starting at 8.00pm. The wines for tasting this month will be from Portugal.

Tickets £5.

Further information from:

Nick Holland-Brown 684048 or Peter Thurlow 685673.

****************

FILM CLUB

Friday 9th March in Brandeston village hall – “Ladies in Lavender” starring Judi Dench and Maggie Smith. Certificate 12A.

Film starts at 7.30pm. Ticket price £4.

New members very welcome -  yearly membership fee - £1.

Do come and see this much acclaimed and beautifully shot film.

****************

MOTHERING SUNDAY – 18th March
What an important occasion for every family. We all have mothers in common, we all have/had one and we are thankful; we stop to remember her on this day. Our churches will be having special services and this is how they plan out – 

Easton 
     10.00am
Special Family Service (with drama) and Baptism of

              Barnaby Gibbon.


Brandeston  11.00am
Special Family Service with drama, and Baptism of 




Chloe Williams from Cretingham.

Why not come to these services with all the family before you entertain mother/grandmother for lunch and a family afternoon?


            GV

****************

“MAD MARCH WHIST DRIVE” 
Hare along to the Whist Drive in Brandeston village hall on Friday 23rd March. Doors open at 7.00pm with cards to be dealt at 7.30 sharp. Entry is only £2.50 on the door and this includes refreshments. Please phone Rick or Pam Reade on 685920 to book your table or place.
  Rick and Pam Reade

PALM SUNDAY
For this very special Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week and for many the start of Easter, we welcome again the Bishop of Dunwich to join our processions to church and to preach. The processions are open to people of all ages, musicians, and the donkey (Jacko) who has been for many years. This is how the morning is planned:


Easton
 
 9.15am  meet at the Kennels to process to church


Brandeston 
10.45am meet at the village sign to process to church. On route we will stop whilst the Bishop dedicates the new church gates. The new gates have been erected in memory of  Colonel Michael Demetriadi. The gates, made in the finest oak by Mr McGann of Monk Soham, have been given by the family and many subscribers which include the parish, his regiment (The Royal Welsh Fusiliers), the Order of St. John and, in fact, friends all over the country. The gates are a fitting memorial to a man who gave a great deal of his time, thoughts and effort to Brandeston church as well as other community activities in Brandeston. He was held in great respect for his faithfulness to God and the many years he was both an Elder and Churchwarden. As a parish we are very grateful to the family and the subscribers who have generously given us these gates, which replace the old and rotten ones; they are in fact identical.

            GV

LENT 2007

Last month I wrote about Lent (“Springtime”) and again you have the schedule of group gatherings, why not give it a try?     





          GV
	LENT GROUPS IN 2007



	
	TIME
	VENUE
	SUBJECT

	February 28th
	10.30am
	‘Bickley’, Harrier’s Walk
	Slavery: then and now

	
	7.30pm
	The Old Wheelwrights, Brandeston 
	

	March 7th
	10.30am
	Easton House, Easton
	Friendship: then and now

	
	7.30pm
	Rose Farm, Brandeston
	

	March 14th
	10.30am
	Almond Tree Cottage, Easton
	Change and Struggle: then and now

	
	7.30pm
	The Priory, Brandeston
	

	March 21st
	10.30am
	‘Bickley’, Harrier’s Walk
	The Bible: then and now

	
	7.30pm
	The Forge, Brandeston
	

	March 28th
	10.30am
	Soham House, Brandeston
	Redemption and Restitution

	
	7.30pm
	Windyridge, Kettleburgh
	

	Anyone from any parish is welcome to attend these groups and may come as many or as few times as they like. It is always worth a try!


ADVANCED NOTICES

	Sat. 14th April
	
	Murder Mystery Play – “Inspector Prickle and the Case of The Mickfield Mystery” written by Gwyn Guy and performed by the Debenham Players, at Brandeston Village Hall.

Tickets £6 each, including a ploughman’s supper, will be available from the Brandeston Thursday Coffee Morning, The Queen’s Head or Sam Tassera 684010

	Fri. 27th April
	7.30pm
	Kettleburgh Quiz Evening at Village Hall. 
Profits to Motor Neurone Disease Association. Tickets from Nicky Comer 724609.

Date for your diary – the Children in Need Quiz will be held on Friday 16th November 2006.
       NC

	Sat. 12th May
	
	Kettleburgh Plant Sale 

Preparations for the plant sale are under way.  This will be the day to get your vegetable plants and to try something new in your garden. There will be over 40 varieties of tomato plants.  If you are able to grow some extra plants for sale, or you are dividing plants in your garden and have some to spare, please bring them along early to the sale.  There will also be a produce stall, so cakes, biscuits, jars of jam, marmalade, pickles and chutney, etc will be most welcome.  The sale takes place in Kettleburgh Village Hall.  More next month.                  Derek Hill  

	Sun. 13th May
	3pm
	Rogation Service at Brook Farm, Kettleburgh

	Sat. 19th May
	2pm
	Easton May Fair

	Sat. 19th May
	
	Flamenco Dancing and Tapas Evening at Brandeston 

	Sat. 16th June
	4 – 6pm
	Kettleburgh Village Fete

	Sat. 23rd June
	2.30–5pm
	Brandeston Village Fete

	Sun. 1st July
	
	Kettleburgh Strawberry Tea

	Fri. 13th July
	6.30pm
	Deanery Rounders Tournament at Brandeston Hall

	Sat. 14th July
	
	Disco and BBQ at Brandeston

	Mon. 10th September
	
	Radio play at Brandeston

	Sat. 22nd September
	
	Craft Fair at Brandeston


PAST EVENTS

BRANDESTON BAPTISM

We are pleased to record the Baptism of Zara Emma Charlotte Uthwatt-Bouverie which took place in Brandeston Church on 4th February 2007. Zara (5 months) is the second child of Rupert and Melissa (née Wardle) Uthwatt-Bouverie of Bluebell Farm, Framsden. Her elder sister, India, attends Brandeston Hall.
The service was a happy family occasion which, in addition to the baptism, included solos of the hymn “Be still for the presence of the Lord…” by Sophie and Poppy Pritchard-Barrett, beautifully sang. Whilst Rupert is a local farmer in Ashfield and locality, many people know Melissa as she taught at Brandeston Hall for 13 years. (Rupert and Melissa were married in Brandeston Church in 2000). After refreshments at Brandeston Hall, by the kindness of the Master and staff, a reception was held at Ashfield Place, the family home of the Uthwatt-Bouverie family.

We send our love and good wishes to young Zara and our prayers that she will grow up to be strong and fit and come to love God herself when she’s old enough.

God bless you Zara.



                                                    GV
****************

BRANDESTON 100+ CLUB
The February Draw took place at the village hall on Thursday 1st. The winner of the first prize of £25 was Dr Fielder of Friday Street. Second prize of £10 was won by Mrs Peck of The Street, Brandeston. 

The March Draw will be held on 1st March and will be the final draw of the 100+ Club year. Thanks are due to everyone who supports the Club, which provides a vital source of income for village hall funds. Forms for renewal of membership will be distributed during March.








Don Evans
****************

THE SILK ROAD AND WINTER TEA PARTY
What a joy it was on Sunday afternoon, 4th February, as Chris Parfitt took us on a journey from Xian, the old capital of China, through the deserts of Central Asia, by donkey, camel, foot and coach. We travelled with Chris for 2,000 miles and that was only about half way to the Mediterranean coast, the route of the silk traders who took the silk to Turkey and then to Rome for the weavers of beautiful carpets and clothes. The westward route took us to the mountains bordering Iran/Iraq and southwards to Pakistan. On the way we encountered Buddhist temples, mosques, camel trains, the Gobi desert and life in three oasis towns. The furthest point we went to was Kashgar. It was so interesting as Chris has immaculate photography and rummages out little places, facts and interests that only he alone takes us to. To make it more authentic Chris dresses as he should do with the nomadic people. In addition to the talk there was an exhibition of mementos brought home together with a lot more photos. Thank you Chris for this fascinating talk which certainly gave vivid pictures of the life and landscape of peoples so far away and so different in their culture, food, drink, family life, religion – in fact everything except the beauty of creation which we all appreciate. A very good way to spend a February Sunday afternoon.
But that was not everything. We enjoyed a scrumptious tea of scones, rusks, cake and cups of tea. Our thanks too, to the many ladies who gave of their cakes and worked to make it such a good time. Our thanks to the organisers of the publicity, this was done by Mary Moore and John Garrett; a beautiful poster with the church ghosted in the background. We thank Peter Arbon who ran an interesting draw, and those who gave generous draw prizes. There were about eighty people who attended. The monies raised were approximately £350, which will go to All Saints’ Church, Brandeston Fabric Fund. A very good result for a Sunday afternoon tea-party.



            GV

NOTICES & NEWS
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, BRANDESTON
You may have noticed that builders have been at the church for many weeks this autumn. We have currently just had to spend £12,000 on church repairs and three years back it was £19,000. Because it is a Grade I listed building we have no alternative but to complete such repairs in a four year period. Finance for such work comes entirely from local fundraising and the occasional grant. We receive no help from the Church of England and now find we have no reserves for such repairs, a new situation!
We all continue to enjoy in many ways our beautiful church in the midst of our village, but upkeep in future is becoming increasingly difficult.

In the coming months we will be having extra church fundraising for the fabric and a separate appeal. Please help us to keep our church in good condition for all villagers and generations to come.




        Brandeston Churchwardens
FROM THE TREASURER
Contributions to the Fabric Fund can be made in one of three ways – 

1. If you are a tax-payer, you can complete a Gift Aid form and contribute on a monthly or yearly basis.

2. If you are not a tax-payer, you can contribute through the Free Will Envelope Scheme on a monthly basis.

3. If you wish to make a ‘one-off’ donation you can send a cheque to me payable to ‘Brandeston PCC’
If you wish to take part in one of the schemes above, please do not hesitate to contact me on 685807.






              Paul Baker
****************

ELECTORAL ROLL
The new Electoral Roll will soon have to be completed. For those who wish to be on it, forms can be obtained from David Risk in Brandeston (685294) and Nicky Comer in Kettleburgh (724609).





                    ATNF
****************

THE BRANDESTON WEB SITE

The site at www.brandeston.net has been running since early January. Its primary objective is to reflect life in Brandeston by being a record of events that have happened and those that are planned. We welcome for inclusion any stories, posters advertising events and photographs of the village and its people. Digital photos can be e-mailed to photos@brandeston.net while prints can be dropped off at The Yews for scanning onto the site. There is a monthly photo theme which this month is “Reflection” and can be interpreted in any way you choose.

There is also a discussion area, “The Brandeston Blog”, which can be accessed through the site, where people can add their thoughts to a discussion topic or initiate new ones.

          Darryl Morgan
****************

SUFFOLK WILDLIFE TRUST
Thursday 8th March at 7.30pm

Taking Action for Suffolk’s Wildlife – an illustrated talk by Julian Roughton, Chief Executive of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

United Free Church Hall, Framlingham.

Entry £1.50 for adults, free for children. Price includes coffee/tea and homemade cakes.

****************

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
I am pleased to report that the sum collected on behalf of The Children’s Society through their box scheme amounted to £208.69. A big thank you to everybody who has a box in their home. I have a few spare boxes if anybody would like one. It is easy to fill them throughout the year with your odd change - it soon mounts up!!    
                                





           Nicky Comer
Cover:-   This months cover by Stephen Western is of The Potash in Brandeston, as seen from his bedroom window. We now know where the boys, who have before now contributed covers, get their skills from!
Thank you Stephen, very much, for yours.




      ATNF
Magazine Articles:-  If you have articles for the magazine, you can send them by e-mail to valerie.butcher@talk21.com before the 15th of the preceding month. Of course handwritten articles can still be received by the editor, Dr Anthony Fletcher, The Old Wheelwrights, Brandeston on the same timescale.



            VB
TIMES PAST
Recently found in the Ipswich Record Office, a letter which gives a flavour of country life in Brandeston at the end of the reign of George IV.








Brandeston 3rd Feb 1830

My Dear Sir,

When Mr Bevan was at Brandeston on the 20th instant to hold a manorial court I understand he reported to Mr  Revett as very unwell & since that time it has been reported here he was dead – you wish me to take down more Trees which I will attend to as soon as my health & the weather will admit. I have now been confined with my Gout two Months & now far from well –

There is a piece of waste land join Richard Smith’s farm it runs from the Brick kiln Gate to & past the farm house. I am sure it would be a great improvement to enclose it, the old fence being very Bad & a number of the old hollow Elms in the old fence & of no or I fear very little use but for Fire Wood however they will more than pay the expence of pollarding.  I think gain near an Acre of land, this being the season for such work when the weather permits, will thank you to let me know your pleasure upon the subject.
I have had some conversation with Boon respecting his lease. But have not done any thing with him at the present, those times wholly frighten the Man. however we must not loose him as a tenant, for want of a little Indulgence because he is a safe one & will do his best – his premises are now in a very Bad state of Repair the high winds have entirely imrough’t his Drying shed which was thatched & must again be thatched as the spars are not sufficiently good for Tiles & straw must be bought for that purpose as he cannot grow half enough on his premises for his own use, of course we must pay for the straw for Thatching, soon as I am sufficiently well I will have some more talk with him upon the lease, however you have in the Draft sent down to me, two pieces of land which Boon is not possessed of which is lower long Fen & Upper long Fen on Long Meadow (Land at left of footbridge across Deben to Cretingham Golf Course) which makes upwards of 3½  Acres, which belongs to late Garnhams now John Abbott – The Bills this year are rather large the Bad state of the Gates & on the Brandeston Farm in particular was most infamous, scarcely a whole Gate on the Premises.
I will send the Bills when I send Boon’s Drft for lease. I produced your request to John Abbott for his lease which he did not pay saying if you did not come into the country he would come to you before Lady Day next (25th March)

I am yr. most truly

Thomas Baldwin

Notes:- John Revett of London was buried at Brandeston on 20th Feb. 1830 aged 30. The Revetts were owners of the Hall estate before it was bought by Charles Austin.

Thomas Baldwin, gentleman, died aged 75 in 1837. He owned land in Brandeston, Cretingham and other parts of Suffolk. He was a Churchwarden 1827 – 1836.

Richard Smith served as Churchwarden from 1820 – 1826.

Edward Boon was the tenant of the brick kiln in the meadow opposite the Manse.

Garnhams lived at the Priory.

John Abbott farmed and lived at the Old Wheelwrights.

                         WMW
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