To your local MP

And/or

Rt Hon George Osborne MP

Chancellor of the Exchequer

HM Treasury

1 Horseguards Road

London SW1A 2HQ

We are deeply concerned about the imposition of VAT on alterations to listed churches announced in the Budget.

We understand that the policy was primarily aimed at alterations to listed houses, with no thought given to the serious consequences for listed places of worship. In Table 6 of the Consultation Document you say that ‘our evidence suggest that places of worship form only a small number of listed properties in the UK’. In fact 45 percent of the Grade I listed buildings in this country are Church of England churches – hardly a small number. There are 16,000 Church of England churches, 12,500 of which are listed. Of the 478 churches in the diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, 95% of them are listed. This will have a major impact in Suffolk.
These buildings are maintained by volunteers and voluntary giving. Moreover a very large proportion of the alterations to these are concerned with making these buildings viable for use by the wider community by installing meeting rooms, lavatories and kitchens. This is the Big Society in action.  The imposition of 20 percent VAT on this work means in practice most of it will simply stop. (In this parish [……give concrete examples] 

The Treasury has said that the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme will be extended implying more money will be available through that route. What you mean is that you are extending the remit. The fact is that the budget for the scheme will in no way mitigate this. The Budget to cover repairs to listed churches for the scheme has this year been cut from £23 million to £7 million. This just means a shrinking pot will be stretched even further.

Rather than increase revenue to the Treasury this action is more likely to mean that major community projects are shelved dismantling relationships and jeopardising our built heritage.

Now that the full implications of your measure are understood, I hope you will be able to reconsider and exclude listed places of worship from the standard rate of VAT.

Yours sincerely etc 

 
